
Hazardous Communication and Safety Data Sheet (SDS) 
 
Hazardous chemicals are often used in the workplace.  Cleaners, solvents, dishwashing 
chemicals, pesticides, refrigerants, solvents, fuels, paint, are just a few of the hazardous 
chemicals you may encounter while working this season. 
 
Safety Data Sheets (SDS), formerly known as Materials Safety Data Sheets (MSDS), keep you 
informed about the chemicals you use and instruct you on how to use them safely.  Your 
employer must have an available SDS for each hazardous chemical you use and provide proper 
training.   
 
Where are the SDS for the chemicals you work with? 
 
What you can learn from an SDS? 

• The name of the chemical (as used on the label) 
• All hazardous ingredients and their amounts 
• Physical and chemical characteristics 
• Reactivity and how to prevent a reaction 
• Flash Point 
• Control measures and how to protect yourself 
• Health Hazards 
• Whether it’s carcinogenic (cancer-causing) 
• Precautions for safe handling and use 
• Emergency and first aid procedures 
• Date of preparation and latest revision 
• Name, address and telephone number of the manufacturer, importer and other responsible 

party 
 
Always 

• Read the label and SDS for every chemical you work with 
• Check that every container you use has a label 
• Report missing or damaged labels so they can be replaced 
• Put labels on portable containers 
• Be familiar with your company’s emergency procedures of chemical spills, fires and 

exposure 
 
Never 

• Use a container that isn’t labeled 
• Cover labels so they can’t be read 
• Ignore label warnings 

 
 
 
 
 



OSHA has updated the requirements for labeling of hazardous chemicals under its Hazard 
Communication Standard (HCS). As of June 1, 2015, all labels will be 
required to have pictograms, a signal word, hazard and precautionary statements, the product 
identifier, and supplier identification. A sample revised HCS label, identifying the required label 
elements, is shown on the right. Supplemental information can also be provided on the label as 
needed. 
 

 



 



 



 


